“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worn 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
30.2—* Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 


Vo . Iil.] 


WILMINGTON, Deu., JANUARY 30, 1897. 


[No. 14, 


PRINTED FOR THE EpirTor, By S. E. MerrR1HEW, No. 103, SHipLey-STREET. 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 
GURNEY’S DOCTRINES. 


It is time to pause for a moment, and 
ask the question—What is Christianity ? 
Is it not that which makes one a Chris- 
tian—and what is a Christian but a fol- 
lower of Christ? Christianity, says our 
auther, is a “ system” consisting of “ both 
doctrines and precepts.” Will this, or 
that system—will “doctrines and pre- 
cepts” make a Christian? Yes, replies 
he, “ when applied by faith to the heart.” 
_ Among these “ doctrines and precepts,” 
and none of the least, are the following— 
“ Love your enemies”—* return good for 
evil” —* Ifthine enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirst, give him drink.” ‘These, I 
presume, ought to be among “the prima- 
ry religious principles,” which the au- 
thor, in his preface, informs us, it is his 
“duty” to “arrange and unfold”: “testi- 


—— -— 


— — 
fifteen hundred years—the wars—the 


enmities—the persecutions, that have al- 
most universally prevailed. Let him 
open the Book of Martyrs, and learn the 
millions and tens of millions who have 
had our author’s Christianity—* both 
doctrines and precepts,—*“applied by 
faith to the heart,” in a very effectual 
manner, and in every possible way that 
the strong “faith” of the orthodox pro- 
tessors could contrive : and appealing to 
these same “doctrines and precepts,” 
(rightly settled by the “ astonishing in- 
dustry, and great discrimination” of learn- 
ed‘. itics,” and commentators) fortheir 
auti. vr.ty, and the rectitude of their pro- 
ceedings!! 

After this review, he will be enabled to 
decide the question, whether it be any 
better than sheer mockery to tell us that 
the “generality of the Christian world 
unite” in “believing,” and “in regarding 
as of essential importance to their present 
and everlasting welfare”—* these jpri- 


monies borne in scripture,” and “of es- || religious principles”! 
sential importance.” Another of these || But, let not the reader, after contem- 4 
“precepts” is—“* As ye would that men plating this revolting “scene, denounce, “ 
should do unto you, do you even soto and renounce Christianity, and, like thou- 
them”: another, “Forgive and ye shall sands before him, be driven todeism, and “y 
be forgiven.” Does the “ Christian world infidelity. For ¢rue Christianity is quite Me 
unite in not merely believing to be true, another matter, than that “ in which the 4 
but in regarding as of essential impor- generality of the Christian world unites.” q 
tance,” these “doctrines and precepts”? True Christianity is written in the heart, 4 


Yes; and Christians have experien- 
ced them to be “applied by faith to 
the heart,” with some modifications and 
changes in a word here and there. Thus, 
in applying them to the heart, or in prac- 


| 


and no where else. “Behold the days 
come,” saith the Lord, “ that I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel” 
“I will put my law in their INwaRD 
PARTS, and write itin their hearts.” (Jer. 


tising them, it is Aate your enemies—re- xxxi. 31—33.) 4 
turn evil for evil—forgive not your debt- || “This Christianity God has never trust- 4 
ors, &c. ed in the hands either of ancient or mo- 4 
dern “critics,” to be corrupted: neither 4 

does it require either “ astonishing indus- 4 
survey of the Christian world, for the last try,” or great discrimination” to inter- 4 
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yret it; for “the way-fering man, though 
a foo! shall not err therein”—* And they 
shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, 
knw the Lord; for they [if they attend | 
to this law] shall all know me from the | 
least of thei, to the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord.” 

It was to callthe people from systems 
—from an outward Christianity, to this 
perfect, efficient, and universal inward 
law, and light, that our author’s progeni- 
tors in the Truth, were raised up. “hey 
represented it as the prophet Jeremiah 
had done—* written in the heart”—and 
as David—* perfect, converting the soul ;” 
and “sure, making wise the simple.” 
They cited the many plain, unambiguous 
testimonies of Jesus Christ, and his apos- 


tles, concerning it: being the same, cer- | 


tain, and unerring guide, leading “into ALL 


TRUTH” —* enlightening every man com- 
ing into the world”: the “anointing” | 
They 


which teacheth “ALL THINGS.” 
emphatically styled it THE TRUTH: and 


to the numerous clear testimonies which | 


then existed concerning it, we now have 
the additional one furnished by the re- 
cords which they have left for our in- 
struction, and confirmation. Records 
which set forth, in a manner the most con- 
vincing, the power of this principle, when 
the imind is directed to it, to convert the 
soul, aud to redeem it from all iniquity, by 
the thousands and tens of thousands, 
which, in those days, it turned from the 
darkness of prevailing systems, creeds, 
and speculations, into its own marvellous 
light. 

A slight perusal of our author’s work, 
sufficeth to show in what estimation he 


holds “this light of Christ within’—and | 
according to Penn, “ this great principle | 


of God in man, the root and spring of di- 
yin light and knowledge; that by which 


salvation is effected, and which is the | 


characteristic of the people called Qua- 
kers, their faith and testimony to the 
world.”* “Phe following is found in page 
79: 


“ It is to be remembered that mankind | 


enjoyed an original revelation from God, 


of which faint traces are still very gene- 

rally to be observed—that the Spirit of 

the Lord, by which his law is written on 

the hearts of his creatures is not confined 

in its operations, and may communicate 

light to the souls of men, independentiy of 
any external revelation—and lastly where 

Christianity is not received, it may still 

have obtained an indirect influence, and 

may be the real source of many correct 
and useful sentiments.” 

In speaking of the different systems, 
he says, (p. 80) that “in the purest of 
them there may, in my opinion, be ob- 
served no unambiguous traces of acertain 
measure of divine illumination, but still 
there is a total absence of the grand precu- 
liarities of the Gospel, anda correspond- 
ing incompleteness in the moral result.” 
He then proceeds to contrast the “in- 
completeness of all these systems, al- 
though aided by this certain measure of 
divine illumination’”—this law, which 
“the Spirit of the Lord has written on the 
, hearts of his creatures”—with the sys- 
tem of “ Christianity”:—* Now this,’’ 
says he, “is the strength and perfection 
of Christianity, that it omits every thing 
to be found in other moral and religious 
systems, which has any evil tendency ; 
recognizes, embodies, and completes, all 
that isreally good, and adds cer:ain vast 
farticulars of truth, absolutely peculiar 
to itself, by means of which it operates 
with a force altogether new, on the souls 
of men, and obtains a moral efficacy for 
the production of piety, virtue, and happi- 
ness, which is impeded by no intrinsic 
counteraction—-which is at once unrival- 
led and unalloyed”—and he adds that it 
“ was revealed by our Lord and his apos- 
tles, in so perfect a state, as never to have 
received, since that period, the slightest 
improvement.” 

Now, if the foregoing views of internal 
| “divine illumination,” given by the au- 
thor, be ¢rue, the nature and character of 
it, pronounced by the Supreme Being 
himself, through the prophet Jeremiah, 
must be false, when He declares it so full 
| and perfect, that no man need say to his 
| brother, “know the Lord.” David also 
was greatly mistaken in it, when he as- 
serts it to be “perfect, converting the 


‘ Penn’s Christian Quaker, ch. 1. 


soul; sure, making wise the simple”’: 
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likewise our Saviour, when he promises 


that “It shall lead into alltruth”" These | 


high authorities do not speak of its “ fainé 
traces,” or merely that it “may” have 
an “indirect influence,” but they spake 
of its impressions, as strong, and power- 
ful, and its influence as direct, and effect- 
ual, when not resisted, not only to instil 
“many correct and useful sentiments,” 
but to work out the entire salvation of the 
soul. So, Barclay, in his preface to the 
Apology, entertained no such mean opin- 
ions of this divine principle, when ad- 
dressing the profligate British King, he 
tells him that against “evil,” “the most 


excellent and frrevalent remedy will be | 


toapply thyself to that Light of Christ, 
which shineth in thy conscience, which 
neither can nor will flatter thee, nor suf- 
ter thee to be at ease in thy sins ; but doth 
and wil? [not “may”] deal plainly and 
faithfully with thee, as those who are fol- 
lowers thereof have also done.” 

We are informed that Christianity 
“ was revealed by our Lord and his apos- 
tles, inso perfect a state,” as to be inca- 
pable of the “slightest improvement.” 
If this be true, where was the necessity 


of writing nearly six hundred pages to ] 
“unfold the testimonies borne in Scrip- | 


ture” respecting it?—whence the neces- 
sity of the “Comforter” to “lead into adi 
truth,” seeing alltruth was already “ re- 
vealed”? Again ; if Christianity was so 
fully and perfectly revealed, why has the 
world been so long divided, and in con- 
tinual controversy, respecting its true 
character? 

There are at this moment, in the Chris- 
tian world, not less than fifty sects, pro- 
fessing the Christian religion, under as 


| “the generality oi the Christian world 
_ unite” inall “the primary religious prin- 
ciples’? 

| We shall hereafter see that he has 
' adopted the ¢rinitarian scheme with all 
_ its “ vast particulars of truth”; a “ com- 
| plex system” indeed—“a scheme made 
| up of numerous parts”—Well, this is //9 
| Christianity: but is his assertion true that 
| this Christianity “omits every thing” that 
| has “any evil tendency”—* recognizes, 


| embodies, and completes all that is 


| really good’? Has this bloody creed of 


| 


| Athanasius “operated with a force alto- 
| gether new, on the souls of men, and ob- 
_ tained a moral efficacy for the production 
_of piety, virtue, and happiness, which is 
impeded by no intrinsic counteraction— 
_ which is at once unrivalled and unalloy- 
ed”? Let history answer these questions. 
| The author, fully aware that “Chris- 


| tianity” (i. e. the Bible) has not produced 


those effects which he ascribes to it, 
points to “the lingering corruptions of 
the human heart” as the cause, and not 
to any insufficiency in the book itself. 
. Bat when speaking of the failure of the 
inward law and light to reform the world, 
he evidently ascribes this failure to the 
“ faint traces,” and too “ indirect influence”? 
of the principle itself. There is no at- 
tentive reader, I think, but what will dis- 
cover that such are the real sentiments of 
the writer, although somewhat veiled ; 
and that the scope of his remarks, as con- 
tained in the first five essays, is to pre- 
sent the scriptures to us as the primary 
rule of fuith and practice ; and the in- 
ward law and light but as secondary, and 
of itself inefficient. In illustration of the 
truth of this conclusion i will subjoin a 
few more extracts. 


many distinct modifications; and among 
these are doubtless millions who are so | 
confident that their particular creed is | 
essential, andthe only saving one, that | 
they would sooner surrender their natu- | 
ral lives, than exchange it for any one of | 
the remaining forty-nine. 


“One thinks on Calvin heaven’s own spi- 
rit fell, 


Another deems him instrument of hell !”? 
How will the author reconcile this mass 
of contrariety and contradiction with his 
declaration that Christianity has been | 
herfectly revealed in the Bible, and that 


“It is divine truth,as applied to the 
heart of man by the Spirit of God, which 
converts, sanctifies, and edifies ; and of 
this divine truth, the on/y authorized re- 
cord—a record at once original and com- 
filete—is the p. 129.—[Here the 
Bible “ converts,” and “ sanctifies”’!!] 

“The principal object of the revela- 
tions acknowledged by Christians was to 
unfold certain doctrines, and to promul- 
gate certain moral principles. These 
doctrines and precepts were for the most 
| part intended for permanent and general 


| 
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use among men, and scripture is the /:rin- 
cifal means appointed in the providence 
of God, by which they are handed down 
from generation to generation, and by 
which a knowledge of them is diffused 
over the world at large.” p. 184. [Vine- 
tenths of the world are destitute of the 
scriptures; consequently this “knowl- 
edge,” and this “ providence of God” ex- 
tends only to one-tenth! 

“If the dispensations of God, revealed 
to mankind under the law, which were 
chiefly of an introductory nature, requir- 
eda scripture, through which the ac- 
count of them might be handed down 
from generation to generation, on the au- 
thority of God himself; how much more 
did the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
developed the completion of those dispen- 
sations, demand a similar security? Can 
we for a moment imagine, that in one 
case a divine scripture would be granted, 
and inthe other denied to mankind: or 
that the full discovery of divine truth 
would be exposed, in its delivery tothe 
world, to that fatal admixture of human 
error and infirmity, from which the pre- 
paratory revelations were so effectually 
protected ?” [Here is a denial of scrip- 
ture, by making the “Gospel” wholly 
an outward declaration; whereas the 
“New Covenant,” or Gospel, is affirmed 
by Jeremiah, already quoted, and by 
Christ and his apostles, to be inward— 
written ‘ti the heart”; and beyond the 
reach of “fatal admixture.’ What an 
apostacy from first principles !} 


“Their preaching [i. e. the apostles] 
answered the great purposes of the day, 
and served for the introduction of Chris- 
tianity into the world. Their writings 
were equally essential for its mainte- 
nance.” p.93. [The Gospel, therefore, 
consists in words addressed to the out- 
ward ear,and had the apostles not recor- 
ded these audible sounds, it would have 
been lost to the world! Where the out- 
ward letter is not, it has not reached. 
Iiow does these doctrines agree with the 
declaration that “ the Gospel is preached 
in every creature’’?] 


“Phe whole contents of the Bible 
(exclusive :f a few passages in his wri- 
tings, expressly excepted by the apostle 


Paul) are to be regarded as of divine au- 
thority.” p.110. [Is the mere histori- 
cal part, and are the geneological tables, 
&c. &c. divine, and inspired? and are 
the “ mistakes,” and “ imperfections,” and 
“invincible obscurities,” all “to be re- 
garded as of divine authority”’?] 

“Qn all questions connected with 
religious truth, the clear decisions of scrip- 
ture are not only sufficient, but final.” p. 
110. [Archbishop Newcome, an author- 
ity which the author himse/f has sanc- 
tioned, strenuously advised a “new trans- 
lation.” “The reasons,” says he, “for its 
expediency are, the mistakes, imperfec- 
tions, and many invincible obscurities of 
our present version.”—Where the “de- 
cisions of scripture” are not “clear,” 
(and the great divisions among Christians 
show that in many cases they are not) 
where is the remedy ? The author’s sys- 
tem leaves us without any.] 

“It is evident that the scriptures, like 
every other book, must be interpreted 
ACCORDING TO THE RECEIVED RULES OF 
CRITICISM AND PHILOLOGY; but since 
they are a divine source of information on 
all points connected with Christian doc- 
trine; and since the declarations of God 
are unspeakably superior, in point of va- 
lidity, to the imagination of the mind of 
man, it is equally evident, that we cannot 
justly apply to the interpretation of Holy 
Writ any preconceived or unauthorized 
opinions of owr own on such points. No- 
thing can be more unreasonable, and no- 
thing more dangerous, than to speculate 
for ourselves on matters of doctrine, 
which we have no fuculties to discover ; 
and then to sit in judgment on the words 
of the Almighty himself, with the result 
of our speculations.” p. 3. [We have no 
other light then to “ interpret” scripture, 
but “the rules of criticism and philology! 
We have “no faculties to discover,” nor 
ought we to have any oftinions of our own” 
not authorized by learned theologians, and 
the “ astonishing industry of modern cri- 
tics”!!'| The author himself, with a long 


list of learned critics who have preceded 
him, has sat in judgment “on the words 
of the Almighty himself” and has given 
us a large volume as the “ result” of Ais 
“ speculations,” or rather of the specula- 
tions of other critics, for his opinions ares 


al 
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generally, but copies of theirs; thus they 
are “ authorized.) 

“Nor can it be denied, that the difficul- 
ties presented to us@n Scripture are cal- 
culated to serve jrurpose. 
They are useful trials of our faith, useful 
evidences of our own ignorance.” p 112. 
[ Others, as wise, perhaps, asthe author, 
have believed that many of these “ diffi- 
culties” are “evidences” of the “igno- 
rance,” the mistakes, or wilful perversions 
of translators and transcribers. But if 
these “ difficulties” serve “an excellent 
purpose” why all this “astonishing in- 
dustry to explain them’’?] 

“Nor ought we ever to forget, that the 
Spirit of the Lord, by which ALONE the 
doctrines taught in the Scrifitures are 
rightly ofiened to the understanding and 
effectually afifilied to the heart, is freely 
bestowed on a// who diligently seek it.” 
p- 113. [We should be disposed to give 
the author much credit for this sentiment 
if it was not wholly a¢ variance with what 
went before, and with his own practice. 
Why apply to, “rules of criticism” and 
“ modern critics” —why resort to cutward 
miracles, and prophecies—why write a 
large book to prove, explain, and “un- 
fold” the scriptures, if they are “ rightly 
opened” by “the spirit of the Lord 
ALOrE,” and if this spirit be bestowed on 
ALL? Why, in short, resort to human 
learning—inferior authority, to “ settle the 
text,” whilst a// “who diligently seek” 
can command that of the spirit? All that 
is necessary is to refer us to his teach- 
ings. ] 

“If, then, we would participate in the 
benefits of divine truth, nothing is so de- 
sirable as to approach the volume of in- 
spiration with a humble and teachable 
mind, and with earnest prayer that its 
contents may be blessed to the work of 
the soul’s salvation: nothing so reasona- 
ble, as aconformity with the apostolic in- 
junction, ‘ 4s new born babes desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby”” (Here, as in many 
other places, the Bible is, though in an in- 
direct manner, referred to as the only 
source of divine truth. Here also he 
makes the apostle to call it THE worRD; 
but is not this sitting “in judgment on the 
words of the Almighty himself, and even 


|| wresting them, seeing that the same apos- 
tle,at the conclusion of the preceeding 
chapter, declares that “ The word of the 
Lord endurejh forever,” thereby showing 
that this word to which he alludes is not 
the Bible, an outward and perishable thing, 
but the light and law of God in the soul ?} 
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“ The way of true peace and unity in 
the true Church of Christ. 


( Continued from ft. 200) 
Unity of body. 


“ Now they break this first bond of uni- 
ty, that either live out of this one body of 
Christ, or else live in it, but not as mem- 
bers. 

“1. They that do content themselves 
in joining to some outward and visible so- 
ciety and corporation of men, though call- 
ed a church, and think, that by being knit 
to them in ways of outward worship and 
ordinances, they live in the unity of the 
church, when as yet, all this while, they 
live out of that one body that is born of 
the spirit, which is the only true church, 
and body of Christ : he that lives out of 
this spiritual body, though he live in the 
most excellent society in the world, yet 
he breaks the unity of the church, not liv- 
ing in one body with it. And thus many 
break the church’s unity, that never think 
on it. 

“2. Again, they break this bond of the 
church’s unity, that live in this one body, 
but not as members; and such are they, 
who having got the advantages of the 
magistrates power, will needs lift them- 
selves up above their fellow-members, 
and exercise authoritative, coercive, dom- 
ineering power over them: whereas the 
very apostles themselves were not lords of 
the church, but fellow-members, with the 
faithful ; living in one body, and under 
one head with them, and so did all by 
love and persuasion, and nothing by force 
and violence. Now those members that 
exalt themselves above their fellow and 
cqual members, what do they else but 


usurp the place of the head? He that, in 
a single or combined unity, sets himself 
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up ve other believers, by giving laws 
and by prescribing and commanding forms 
and rules to those that are every way his 
equals, advances himself as another head 
besides Christ ; and so antichrist is near- 
er tous than we are aware; and man 
men that are so forward and fierce, tv 
make and enforce rules and orders, co- 
Jourably to procure the church’s peace, 
they are the first men that do themselve- 
break this first bond of the church’s uni- 
ty, to wit, unity of body, which makes ali 
believers equal members, equally subject 
to one head. 

« The second bond of the true church’s 


unity, is, 
Spirit. 


“There is one body, and one Spirit, 
saith Poul; and through unity of Spirit 


they become one body. Now as the body | tongues of all, the church having, through 
of man consists of many members, and but | 


one soul comprehends, quickens moves, 
and governs all these members, making 
the eve to see, the hand to work, the foot 
to walk, &c Sothe body of Christ, which 
is the church, consisting of many mem- 


them into a most near and intimate socie-_ 


ty together, and enables each member, to | 


its several office, according to its place | 
and use in the body of Christ. | 

“ And as a member, being cut off from 
the body, the soul doth not follow it, to | 


of jivist. the Spirit doth not follow him, 
to make him live single by himself; and | 
so nettaicr is the bedy of Christ. without | 
the Spirit, nor the Spirit of Christ with- 
out the body. 

“ And as the same soul, in several mem- 
bers, acts severally, and yet is but one 
and the same soul in all; so the same 
Hi Spint,in several believers, works 
severally, as it pleaseth, and yet is but the 
same Holy Spirit in them all. 

“So that the whole body of Christ, that 
is, all the believers in the world, have but 
one and the same Holy Spirit in them ; 


mong kindred, there is unity of flesh ; 
but because there is difference of spirit, 
there is much envy, hatred, strife and va- 
rience, in that unity of flesh; but one soul 
or spirit too; and so there is always peace 
and agreement between them. And so 
the true church of Christ is not only one 
_oody, but one Spirit too; and this makes 
‘tone indeed. For as this Spirit is the 
| love and connection of the Father and tne 
| Son; so it is also our love and connection 
| inthe Father and the Son; and as the 
Father and the Son live in unity of Spirit, 
so all believers live in the unity oi the 
| same Spirit in them. 

“Now they on w iom the Spirit was first 


{ given, after Christ was glorified, had also 


' with the Spirit, the gift oi tongues; the 


| Spirit given, being for the communion of 


| the church, and so they spake with the 


the communion of the Spirit, its society 
and consociation: For he that speaks by 
the Spirit inthe church, where ali are 
| one Spirit in Christ, he speaks with the 
tongues of all; and when a believer hears 


_ another speak, it is as if he himself did 
bers, hath yet but one and the same Holy | 
Spirit, which comprehends, quickens, | spake ; for he speaks in the unity of spir- 
moves and governs them all, and brings | it with them, and so speaks the same doc- 


speak ; and when one speaks, it is as if all 


trine of the gospel and mind of Christ, 
which they all have equally learned and 


| heard from God. 
| Hence it is evident, that it is nothing 


to have the outward form of a church, ev- 


2 : , en as our souls could wish, except there 
cause it to live out of the unity of the body: | 


so he that is divided from the true body | 


be inwardly, in that church, the Spirit of 
Christ; For itis notunity of form will 


| ever make the church one, but unity of 


Spint: That church then that is desti- 
tute of the Spirit, in its laws, orders, con- 
stitutions, forms, members, and officers: 
what true unity can that have in all its 
uniformity ? 

“And this is the second bond of the 
true church’s unity: 


Unity of Spirit. 
“Now they break this bond of the 


church’s unity, that live in their own spir- 
its, and not in Christ’s ; for they that live 


and this unity of Spiritin the church, + 
one strong bon! of its peace. Amon, 
mankind in general, and more nearly 


in a different spirit from the true church, 
what unity can they possibly have with it? 
They then that live in their own human 
reason, understanding, thoughts, counsel 


| 
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wills, and ends, they live quite out of the | 


unity of the church, yea, in direct enmity | 
against it: seeing our own corrupt and | 
earthly spirits, are most contrary to the | 
holy and heavenly Spirit of Christ, in 
which the church lives. Wherefore we | 
may learn hence, what to judge of those | 
men that cry out much for the peace of | 
the church, and yet themselves neither | 
live in, nor are led by, the spirit of the | 
church ; but either by their own spirits | 
or antichrist’s. 
“2. They that labour to join men into 
one body with the church, that are not 
one spirit with it, do mar tie peace of it: 
For as unity of spirit in the church is the 
bond of peace, so diversity of spirit is the 
breach of peace; and therefore, to pre- 
serve the peace of the church, none are 
to join themselvesto this one body that 
are not of this one spirit. 
“3. They that, being of the church, do | 
any thing init by their own spirits, and | 
not by Christ’s, prejudice the peace of the | 
church; for the true church is such a 
bod», which is to have all its communion | 
in the Spirit. And therefore, when any | 
pray or prophecy, or the like, in the | 
strength of natural parts, or human stu- 
dies and invention only, and do not pray | 
and prophecy in the spirit, they break the | 
unity of the church ; for the faithful have 
communion with one another, only so far | 
forth as the Spirit is manifested in each. | 
“ Now if any shall say, how may I know 
Christ’s Spirit, in these acts and duties, | 


from a man’s own ? 

“ T answer, That as, by the word of God, 
we can judge of all other words and doc- | 
trines ; and as, by the faith of Christ, we 
can judge ofall other beliefs; so by the 
Spirit of Christ, we can judge of all other 
spirits; and can know where is the same 
spirit, and where is a different, or a con- , 
trary spirit; as the members of the body 


among themselves.” 


“ When, in religious concerns, we are | 
actuated by any thing short of Divine wis- | 
dom, we are like persons cultivating un- | 
fenced ground in the wilderness, all the | 
product of whose labour is liable to be car- | 


ried off or destroyed by the wild animals.” 


| 


A DISCOURSE 


Of the general rule of Faith and Prac- 
tice, and judge of Controversy. 
BY WILLIAM PENN. 
_“For in Christ Jesus, neither circum- 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
cision, but a new creature: and as many 
as walk according to this rule, peace be 


on them,-and mercy, and upon the Israel 
of God.” Gal. vi. 16. 


“ But God hath revealed them unto us 
by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, vea, the deep things of God.— 
The things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God.—He that is spiritual 
judgeth all things.” 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11.15. 

“ But ye have an unction from the Holy 


One ; and ye shall know all things. 1 Jno. 
ll. 20. 


“Of the general rule of faith and practice. 


“Since there are so many faiths in the 
world, and perplexed controversies about 
them ; and that it greatly behoveth eve- 
ry man, if to contend for, then first to 
know the true faith that overcometh the 
world; it may not be unnecessary to say 
something of the general rule of faith and 
life, and judge of controversy, at this time. 
And indeed Iam pressed to it from this 
weighty consideration, that men perish 
for want of it, and can no more arrive at 
truth without it, than the distressed mari- 
ner can gain his port who sails without 
either star or compass. 

“TI shall begin with an explanation of 


| the terms rue and faith, of which we 
| shall first treat, that we may as well ex- 
|| press what we intend by the one, as what 


we mean by the other, which will bea 
proper introduction to the whole dis- 
course. 

“ By general rule, &c. we understand, 


| that constant measure or standard, by 
| which men in all ages have been enabled 
: ere 2 to judge of the truth of doctrines, and 
can judge of the oneness of spirit that is : the good or evil of thoughts, words, and 


| actions. 


“By faith, we understand an assent of 


| the mind, in such manner, ¢0 the discove- 


ries made of God thereto, as to resign uft 
to God, and have defiendence ufion him, 
as the great Creator and Saviour of his 
people; which is inseparable from good 
works, 
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“That men, in all ages, have had a be- 
lief of God, and some knowledge of him, 
though not upon equal discovery, must be 
granted from that account that all story 
gives us of mankind in matters of reli- 
gion. Several have fully performed this. 
Of old, Justin Martyr, Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, Augustine, and others. Of latter 
times, Du Plessy, Grotius, Amiraldus, 
L. Herbert, and above all Dr. Cudworth. 
And indeed the relics we have of the 


most ancient historians and authors, are a | 


demonstration in the point. Now the 


scripture tells us, that ‘no man knows the | 


Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son reveals him.’ Mat. xi. 27—And as 
‘none knows the things of man, save the 
spirit of man ; so the things of God knows 
no man, but the Spirit of God.’ 1 Cor. ii. 
11.—Hence we may safely conclude, that 


the creating Word that was with God, | 
and was God, in whom was life, and that 


life the light of men, and who is the 
quickening Spirit, was He by whom God 
in all ages hath revealed himself; conse- 
quently, that light or Spirit must have 
been the general rule of men’s knowledge, 
faith, and obedience, with respect to God. 
And thus much Pythagoras, who lived 
about six hundred years before those 
words were spoken or written, laid down 
for a maxim, viz. That no man can know 
what is agreeable to God, excefit a man 
hear God himself, and that must be with- 
in; for that was his doctrine. 
the apostle and prophet thus agree: 1. 
In that ‘whatever makes manifest is light,’ 
Eph. v.15. 2. That ‘whatsoever might 
be known of God, was made manifest 
within; for God, (who is light, 1 John, 


thee,’ &c. (Mich. vi. 8,) which could not | 
be without the light of his Son shining in | 


man’s conscience ; therefore the light of i 


God in the conscience must needs have 
been the general rule, &ce. 
this law that Enoch, Noah, Abraham, | 
Melchizedeck, Abimelech, Job, Jethro, | 


Treneus and Tertullian: ‘They were | 
just by the law written in their hearts.’ 


Then was it their rule to and in that just 
state. 

“Obj. It seems then you deny the 
scriptures to be the general rule, &c. 

“ Answer. How can they be the gene- 


ral rule, that have not been general? 
| That which was both before, and since 
_ they were in being, must needs be more 
_ general than they. But that was this 
_ light in the conscience, the law and guide 


of those patriarchs (for the scriptures be- 
gan long after, in the time of Moses,) con- 
sequently that must be the general rule. 

“ 06). But granting that the hght with- 
in were so before scripture was extant, 
yet since the writings of holy scripture, 
the scripture, and not the light, hath been 
the general rule. 

“ Answer. That cannot be, unless Pa- 
lestina, or Canaan, a little province of 
Asia, was the whole world, and that the 
Jews, a particular people, were all man- 
kind. For at what time those writings 
were among the Jews, other nations were 
only left to the law and light within. This 
the apostle confirmeth in that passage, 
‘For the Gentiles, which have not the 
law, (that is, the outward law, or law 
written upon stone,) do by nature the 
things contained in the law, which show- 


. eth the work of the law written in their 
hearts.’ 
tiles the:selves called it, ‘ The immuta- 
| ble law, the everlasting foundation of vir- 
To which | 


Rom. ii. 14, 15.—And_ the Gen- 


tue; 00 lifeless precepts, but immortal ; 


a sacred good, God the overseer; the 
_ living rule, the root of the soul, that which 
' makes the good man.’ 
| Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Plotin, Hie- 
i. | ron, Philo, Plutarch, as cited. And saith 
§,) had shown unto them.’ Rom. i. 19.— { 
And, ‘God hath shown unto thee, O man, | 
what is good, and what God requireth of | 


Thus Thales, 


Sophocles, ‘God grant that I may-always 
observe that venerable sanctity in my 
words and deeds which these noble pre- 
cepts, (written in man’s heart,) require. 
_ God is their father, neither shall they 
ever be abrogated; for there is inthem a 


} great God that never waxeth old.’ More 
It was by | 


reverend epithets than our opposers can 


| afford, as their books too openly witness ; 
yet they would go for Christian men, 
&c. walked, and were accepted, as saith | 


though manifestly short of heathen. 
“Thus it is evident that the scripture 


was not the general rule, after it was giv- 
Tren. 1. ii, ¢.30.—Tertul.con. Jud. p- 184. | 


en forth. 


i! 

" 

| 

1} 

i| 

i} 

if 

. 


GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


217 


“ 0bj. But hath it not been since, and is 
it not now the general rule, &c. 

“ Answer. There hath been since, and 
is now the same impediment. For be- 
fore Christ’s coming in the flesh, and 
since, where the scriptures never reach- 
ed, there hath been the same light. And 
though nations, by ‘ not glorifying God as 
God,’ when they have known him, have 
been given up to all manner of iniquities, 
insomuch as their understandings have 
been greatly veiled, yet did not the light 
within so entirely lose its ruling exercise 
among them, as that they lived without 
any sense of such a thing. Therefore 
still the scriptures have not been, neither 
are the general rule; no not so much as 
of any age, since in no age can it be prov- 
ed that the whole, or greatest part of the 
world had them. But had they been so 
for some one or two ages, as they never 
were; yet the granting it will not reach 
our question, where the word general im- 
plieth the nature of the thing itself, re- 
specting mankind from the beginning of 
the world to this day, and so to the end. 

_ “ O67. But is not the scripture the rule, 
&c. of our day ? 

«“ Answer. If the rule, then the general 
rule. For whatsoever is the rule of faith 
and life, excludeth all other from being 
general, they being but particular in re- 


spect of itself. Therefore not the rule, | 


(though @ rule,) of faith and life. 

“ But besides their not being general, I 
have several reasons to offer, why they | 
cannot be the rule of faith and life, &c. 

“1, If now the rule, then ever the rule. 
But they were not ever the rule; and 
therefore they cannot now be the rule.— 
That they were not ever the rule is grant- 
ed. But that they are not therefore now 


the rule may be by some denied; which | 


I shall prove thus. If the faith of God’s 

people in all ages be of one nature, then | 
the rule but of one nature. But clear it 
is, (Heb. xvi,) the faith has been but of 


one nature, consequently the rule but of | 
one nature. In short, if the holy ancients | 


had faith before they had or wrote scrip- 


ture, they had a rule before they had or | 


wrote scripture ; for where faith is, there | 
is arule for that faith. And if the faith | 
be of one nature, the rule is of one nature 
also, And since the faith is inward, spir- 


itual, begotten of the immortal Word, in 
which is life, and that life the light of 
men, and that this Word of life and light. 
was the rule; then no book, writing, or 
engraving on visible and perishable mat- 
ter, can be the rule now. 

“ Again, such as the faith is, such must 
the rule be. But the faith is, as before 
stated, inward and spiritual, which no 
mere book can be. 

“2. If the scriptures were the rule, 
they must have always been a perfect 
rule, ever since they werea rule. But 
this is impossible, since they were many 
hundred years in writing, and are now 
imperfect also as to number. How then 
are they the perfect rule ? 

“That they were not the perfect rule 
_ before they were written, must be grant- 
ed; and that they were many hundred 
years writing must also be allowed ; and 
that they are imperfect now, as to num- 
ber, I prove: 

“First, Enoch’s Prophecy is mention- 
| ed by Jude, but not extant in the bible. 
, The book of the wars of the Lord, Numb. 
xxi. 14. The book of Jashor, Josh. x. 13. 
| —2 Sam. i.18. The book of Nathan, 2 
, Chron. ix. 29. The book of Shemaiah, 2 
Chron xii. 15. The book of Jehu; the 
epistle of the apostle -Paul to the Laodi- 
_ceans, (Colos. iv. 16,) and several others 
mentioned in the scriptures, not now ex- 
tant. And lastly, Luke says that many 
_ took in hand to relate from eye-witnesses 
_ the things most surely believed, &c. 
| Now it is taken for granted that John 
_wrote many years after Luke. Some 
think Luke wrote before Mark. How- 
ever, Matthew and Mark were not many, 
_and to this day we see no more than those 
_ four in our bibles; and therefore many 
| such writings are lost: and if lost, then 
- the scriptures, as aforesaid, are not per- 
| fect ; and if imperfect how can they be 
the rule of faith, since the rule of faith 
| must be perfect ?” 

( To be continued ) 
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“We find it recorded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that we must enter the kingdom of 
heaven through many tribulations. It is 
indeed a verv wondertul mercy, that such 
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unworthy creatures as we are should be 
so highly favoured, as to be admitted 
thereinto on any terms. Ihave consider- 
ed, that our afflictions in this day, both in 
the manner and cause, differ much from 
the trials of our worthy predecessors. 
Their bodies were frequently imprisoned, 


and grossly abused by people of different , 
religious pefsuasions; but our spirits, | 


when engaged in the work of the gospel, 
are often imprisoned, depressed, and great- 


ly afflicted, by means of the great unfaith- | 
fulness of many under the same proiession | 
with ourselves; being at times, on ac- | 


count of such, so closed up in a painful 
sense of death and darkness, as to be 


somewhat like the prophet of old, quite | 


shut up and dumb with silence. ‘This 


may be occasioned by such, who are so | 
far alienated from the sensible reaches of | 
that measureof grace intheirown minds, | 


as not to be opened thereby to reccive the 
word preached to advantage; (for the 


word gocth not forth in vain; but will ac- | 


complish that for which it is sent ;) and 


it may also be necessary, on account of | 
those who have oiten been comfortably | 
refreshed by sitting under a living minis- | 


try, yet neglecting their own duty in a 


spiritual labour for heavenly bread, look — 
too much for food from the labour of | 
others: which unjustifiable dependence | 
and expectation, is often disappointed and - 


mortified. Zhe main design of gosfiel 
ministry, is to turn the children of men to 


the grace of God in themselves, which will | 
teach them to work out their own salvotion | 
and diligently to seek the Lord for them- | 
selves, in whom, their strength being re- | 
newed, their spirits would unite, and | 
greatly help and relieve the ministers in_ 


their gospel labours. 


“T went from Liverpool to the house of | 
Gilbert Thompson, and was at Penketh | 


meeting on first-day; where my spirit 
was deeply afflicted, under a sense of too 
many professors sitting down at ease, seek- 


ing to be fed with words and outward dec- | 


larations concerning the things of God. 
I have found this much the case at some 
places where eminent instruments have 
dwelt. Friends have suffered their minds 


tobe too much drawn from a diligent 
spirtual labour, to receive the bread and 
water of lite immediately from the foun- 


| 
| 
| 


tain thereof ; and depended upon the la- 
bour of such instruments who are but as 
clouds and water-spouts ; having no pow- 
er to fill themselves nor to feed the flock 


profitably until furnished for that pur- 


pose by the bounty of the inexhaustable 
treasury of wisdom and all-sufficiency. 
Here the fountain is forsaken for the 
stream’s sake; the eye being more to the 
gift than the giver, which is an abuse of 
the gift, and provokes the Lord to jea- 
lousy , giving him just cause to withhold 
such instrumental means from people. 
The reason of such a dangerous mistake, 
to me is obvious, viz. because it is found 
easier for flesh to receive by such a me- 
diam : ‘ Let not God speak unto us, lest 
we die, said the people of Israel, but let 
Moses [the instrument} speak unto us.’ 
There is a life that ought to die on the 
cross, which is easier saved alive under 
testimonies be they ever sosubstantial and 
excellent, than under the immediate 
teachings of Christ; whose voice is as a 
fire against evil of every kind, and affords 
no peace after it is discovered, until it be 
given up for destruction, and to be purged 
away by the spirit of judgment and burn- 
ing. ‘This pure voice speaks to us in such 
a manner, as that we can by no means 
turn it off from ourselves by applying it 
to the states of others; which may be 
done under the most searching testimonies, 
there being a partiality to ourselves, 
which, through the deceitfulness of the 
heart, we are too apt to fall into; and al- 
so to flatter ourselves, by supposing the 
pleasure we take in hearing the doctrines 
of truth delivered, arises from the good 
in us, when it may be no other than the 
state of those, to whom the prophet Eze- 
kiel’s words and declarations were as a 
lovely song of one that hath a lovely voice; 
for they heard his words, it seems, with 
pleasure, but they did them not; their 
heart going still after their covetousness. 
I have lengthened this remark the more, 
because of the very hurtful consequences 
I have often seen and felt, by an over- 
anxiousness in people after outward dec- 
larations ; even tothe neglect of that great 


| and necessary work, of drawing near to 


(sod with true hearts, in full assurance of 
faith ; wherein is our only safety and help. 
May this consideration deeply engage all 
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minds to return unto him, the great shep- 
herd of Israel, who puts his own sheep 
forth and goeth before them, leading into 
green pastures, bringing them up from the 
washing pool, bearing twins, none being 
barren amongst them.” 

J. Griffith’s Journal. 


“ Milk for babes and meat for strong men.” 


“You see, our Saviour grew up in wis- 
dom and stature, and the grace of God 
was with him, being filled therewith. 
He stood not at a stay, but increased. 
He grew up from the law to the gospel ; 
he indeed submitted to the law in. all 
things, and fulfilled all righteousness ; but 
he rested not in the law, but grew up to | 
the gospel; he begun at circumcision and 
submitted to the law, and was obedient 
even unto death. And he rested not there 
neither, but he also ascended, and rose 
again to lifeand glory. SoSt. Paul, to 
avoid offence, because of some that were 
weak in the faith, he circumcised Timo- 
_thy, Acts, xvi. 3. because of the Jews; 
for they all knew that his father was a 
Greek: yet afterward he saith: ‘Cir- 
cumcision is nothing, nor uncircumcision, 
but a new creature. And again, when 
Paul saw, that they began to rest upon 
baptism, he slighted it, and undervalued 
it; when men begin to make the shadow 
the substance, or the image the truth, he 
undervalues them ; although being right- 
ly used, he practised and used them him- 
self: So they be but used as means, 
schoolmasters, and tutors, to bring us to 
Christ; but if they, instead of bringing 
us to him, keep and bar us from him, 
then away with them. If we begin to 
admire them, and cry them up ; and make 
our duties, and the sacraments themselves 
(though appointed by Christ himself) to 
be our Saviour, we are to slight them and 
disesteem them in that regard, as Paul 
did the holy law itself, in that epistle to 
the Galations and elsewhere; for ali 
these ordinances are for no other use, but 
that they may be as steps to him, and as 
guides, tohim who is the Truth and the 
substance. Nay, Paul went so high, that 
he not only undervalued the law, ordi- 


nances, and cuties, if they hindered from 


Christ, but he attempted to draw aside, 
undervalued and slighted the very person 
ot Jesus Christ in that case; if men rest 
inany outward privilege or enjoyment, 
they keep us from Christ, and in that 
case are to be slighted. Beloved! be not 
offended, see what himself saith, 2 Cor. 
v. 16. when some slighted him, who, it 
may be, knew or heard Christ personally, 
(upon which account he might utter these 
words) and he saw they began to prefer 
the shadow before the substance, he un- 
dervalued all things but a new creature, 
and he bursts oat in an holy defiance of 
all things else besides it; let it be Moses, 
or Christ Jesus himself, in regard of his 
body and external presence or knowledge; 
henceforth know we no man after the 
flesh. One would think he had spoke 
there generally and inclusively, and high 
enough; but he boldly adds: ‘ Yea, al- 
though we have known Christ after the 
fiesh, yet henceforth know we him no 
more.’ As if he should say: Tell me 
not of outward privileges or ordinances, I 
seek a proof of Christ in you; shew me 
the new birth, the new creature: is 
Christ formed in you? This is that only 
that I travail with you in birth jor, and 
for nothing else. 

“ And so likewise, to instance in bap- 
tism, which some think is come in the 
room of circunicision. Well let it be so, 
we will not contend about that, Christ 
having removed that burthensome and 
legal ordinance; but for Christ the sub- 
stance we ought and must contend for to 
the utmost. 

“Yet some there are, that would have 
baptism administered after such a man- 
ner, that it is as burthensome,. yea, more 
burthensome to some, than circumcision. 
You know what 1 mean; as to instance, 
the unseasonableness of weather some- 
times, and the weakness and sickness of 
some bodies. Besides that of circumcis- 
ion was only for the males, and not for 
females, as the ordinance of baptism is 
for both ; with many reasons too long to 
dwell upon, therefore more burthensome 
than circumcision. They speak of plung- 
ing over head and ears, as if it were an 
absolute injunction, because the apostle 
saith, Rom. vi. 4. ‘Buried with him in 
baptism’; therefore they must be piung- 
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ed over head and ears in water, and this 
they call baptism: but let them know, 
it is another manner of burial the apostie 
means. Truly they make a great deal of 
stir about the outward baptism more than 
need ; for outward baptism is but a type 
and shadow of the true baptism. And I 
conceive, and to me it is clear, that the 
apostle there sets the shadow against the 
substance; one to set out the other; for 
Christ’s baptism was his humbling him- 
self, and emptying himself, and submit- 
ting to his Father’s will, in his whole pas- | 
sions and sufferings, which is the thing | 
baptism holds forth, this is a burial, and a 
dying indeed. Zebidee’s children, when 
they desired to sit one on his right hand, 

and the other on his left, he saith 


with I must be baptized?’ Intimating 
that they were not able to pass through 
such a sea of sufferings as he was to pass 
through; they not knowing what they 
said, saith the text, or what Christ meant, 
they answered,‘ Weare.’ They thought 
submitting to baptism was but a small 
thing, neither indeed was it, taking it on- 
ly as external and according to the prac- 
tice of carnal churches. . But because the 
apostle saith: 


| 


: 
you be baptized with the baptism, where- | 


Buried with him in or by | 


baptism, therefore a great deal ado there | 


hath been in several ages of the church, 
by some affirming that baptism is no 
baptism, except they be plunged or 
ducked under water: A very childish 
and weak conclusion, without any true 
ground. Yet mistake me not, I do not 
say childish, in regard of the appointment 
of baptism, but in regard of that circum- 
stance, and of resting and dwelling there- 
in, and not going on toward perfection it- 
self. And truly with some men it is so, 
that herein lies the top, or quintessence 
of their religion, making such ado about 
shadows, figures, and resemblances, as if 
it were the very ordinance itself, while 
they let the truth, the substance, and the 
thing itself pass away, and regard it not, 
forasmuch as they are so zealous and hot 
about forms. 
drawn up higher by speaking of the sub- 
stance, they are as men lost, cold and 
heartless; which is a plain evidence to 
me, that they preferthe shadow before 


the substance, being merely exercised | 


about childish things, who are not willing 
to come up to the truth, to the excellen- 
cies and glories of what baptism and 
other ordinances signify. And there is no 
telling them of a more excellent way, as 
the apostle saith ; for they see all excel- 
lencies in the shadow, none in the sub- 
stance. Whereabouts, think you, is these 
men’s religion and truth of grace? Truly, 
| my friends, this sticking in the letter, is 
| that which hath been the bane of all 
"growth in religion, and occasion of so ma- 
ny disputes and differences therein, which 

I do not wonder at; for children can do 
| no other than quarrel about trifles and 
| things of no great worth. Not that the 
} soul should slight or undervalue ordi- 
nances, or any other duty; Beloved! I 
use this caution often, because ye are so 
subject to catch and carp: I say, let all 
those things have their due time, place, 
and esteem ; but to rest in these, is the 
worm, the gourd, which destroys all, and 
eats out the heart of all sincerity. But 
this I say, when the soul by these ordi- 
nances, or whatever you will name, shall 
come to see and enjoy God her portion ; 
when she is in the pursuit of her beloved, 
she undervalues and leaves all things of 
this nature behind, and presseth after the 
mark, the prize of the high calling of God 
in Jesus Christ. Phil. iii. 14. And to this 
soul, in this condition I may boldly say : 
What are duties? What are ordinances ? 
is Christ in the flesh? I beseech 
you, give me leave; what are all these, 
when the soul embraces the truth of all 
these things? Can the soul at that time 
leave its beloved’s arms, and come down 
to, or prize the shadows, the handmaids, 
above or equal to him their beloved? But 
{ grant, that those that never came to 
those spiritual embraces, these divine 
swallowingsup, these gracious overcom- 
ings, this spiritual drunkenness, these rap- 
tures, they may censure and revile a scul, 
that may say in deed and truth, he is 
above these. What do you think Paul 


{} 
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| thought of these things, when he was 
But if they are by any 


caught up into the third heaven? I grant 
also, beloved! that the most elevated, 
triumphing, and most raised soul, lives 
not always in this condition; these things, 
these high raptures, and these close em- 
braces come but seldom; and the sofil 
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comes to abate, to ebb, and fall lower and | ed to pursue our pleasures under pain of 
to have more use of ordinances: But she || damnation? He would certainlv imagine 
uses them only as handmaids, so as to | that we were influenced by a scheme of 
conduct her to her beloved, and being | duties quite opposite tothose which are 
once in her beloved’s arms, faith and indeed prescribed tous. And truly, ac- 
hope and all means cease, for they were | cording to such an imagination, he must 
but handmaids for this very end.” conclude that we are a species of the 
Everard. most obedient creatures in the uni- 
verse ; that we are constant to our du- 
ty, and that we keep a steady eye on the 
end for which we were sent hither. 
Virg. Georg. IV. v.226 “But how great would be his astonish- 
ment, when he learned that we were be- 
‘No room is left for death. | Dryden. || ings not designed to exist in this world 
above threescore and ten years? and that 
“ A lewd young fellow seeing an aged | the greatest’part of this busy species fall 
hermit go by him bare-footed, ‘ Father,’ | short even of that age? How would he 
says he, ‘ you are in a very miserable con- | be Jost in horror and admiration, when he 
dition if there is not another world.’ | should know that this set of creatures, 
‘True son’, said the hermit; ‘but what | who lay out all their endeavours for this 
is thy condition if there is?? Man is a | }ife, which scarce deserves the name of 


creature designed for two different states | existence: when, I say, he should know 


of being, or rather for two different lives. | that this set of creatures are to exist to 


His first life is short and transient ; his || all eternity in another life, for which they 
second permanent and lasting. The | make no preparations? Nothing can be 
question we are all concerned in is this, In | a greater disgrace to reason than that 
which ot these two lives it is our chief in- men, who are persuaded of these two dif- 


terest to make ourselves happy? Or, in || ferent states of being, should be perpetu- 


other words,'Whether we should endea- | ally employed in providing for a life of 
vour to secure to ourselves the pleasures | threescore and ten years, and neglecting 
and gratifications of a life which is fixed || to make provisions for that which, after 
and settled, and will never end? Every || myriads of years, will be still new, and 
man, upon the first hearing of this ques- | still beginning ; especially when we con- 
tion, knows very well which side of it he | sider that our endeavours for making our- 
ought to close with. But however right | selves great, or rich, or honourable, or 
we are in theory, it is plain that in prac- || whatever else we place our happiness in, 
tice we adhere to the wrong side of the || may, afterall, prove unsuccessful; where 
question. We make provisions for this || as, if we constantly and sincerely endea- 
life, as though it were never to have an | your to make ourselves happy in the 
end, and for the other life, as though it | other life, we are sure that our endeavours 
were never to have a beginning. will succeed, and that we shall not be dis- 
“ Should a spirit of superior rank, who | appointed of our hope. 
is a stranger to human nature, acciden- || “The following question is started by 
tally alight upon the earth, and take a || one of the schoolmen. Supposing the 
survey of its inhabitants, what would his || whole body of the earth were a great ball 
notions of us be? Would not he think | or mass of the finest sand, and that a sin- 
that we are a species of beings made for | gle grain or particle of this sand should 
quite different ends and purposes than we | be annihilated every thousand years; sup- 
really are? Must not he imagine that we || posing then that you had it in your choice 
were placed in this world to get riches | to be happy all the while this prodigious 
and honours? Would not he think that | mass of sand was consuming hy this slow 
jt was our duty to toil after wealth, and | method till there was not a grain of it left, 
station and title? Nay, would not he be- || on condition that you were to be miserable 
lieve we were forbidden poverty by | foreverafter: or supposing that you might 
threats of eternal punishment, and enjoin- || be happy forever after, on condition you 
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would be miserable till the whole mass of 


sand was thus annihilated, at the rate of | 


one sand in a thousand years, which of 
these two cases would you make your 
choice ? 


“Tt must be confessed in this case, so 
many thousands of years are to the imag- 
ination as a kind of eternity, though in re- 
ality they do not bear so great a propor- 
tion to that duration which is to follow 
them as an unit does to the greatest num- 
ber which you can put together in figures, 
or as one of those sands to the supposed 
he2p. Reason therefore tells us, without 
any manner of hesitation, which would be 
the better part in this choice. However, 
as I have before intimated, our reason 
might in such case be overset by the im- 
agination as to dispose some persons to 
sink under the consideration of the great 
length of the first part of this duration, 
and of the great distance of that second 
duration which is to succeed it. The 
mind, I say, might give itself up to that 
happiness which is at hand, considering 
that it is so very near, and that it would 
last so very long. But when the choice 
we actually have before us is this, Whe- 
ther we will choose to be happy for the 
space of only threescore and ten, nay per- 
haps for only a day or an hour, and misera- 
ble to alleternity ? oron the contrary, mis- 
erable for this short term of years, and 
happy fora whole eternity? What words 
are sufficient to express that folly and 
want of consideration which in such a 
case makes a wrong choice ? 


“T here put the case even at the worst, 
by supposing, what seldom happens, that 
a course of virtue makes us miserable in 
this life: but if we suppose, as it general- 
ly happens, that virtue would make us 
more happy even in this life than a con- 
trary course of vice, how can we sufficient- 
ly admire the stupidity or madness of 
those persons who are capable of making 
so aysurd a choice ? 


“Every wise man therefore will con- 
sider this life only as it may conduce to 
the happiness of the other, and cheerfully 
sacrifice the pleasures of a few years to 
those of an eternity.”—[ Addison. 


SLAVERY 
In the interior of Africa. 


“Ina separate part of the town, and 
under two long covered sheds, the slave 
market is held, one for males, and the 
other for females, of the unhappy race of 
negroes, or rather the contrary, for we are 
told that ‘slavery is here so common, or 
the minds of the slaves so constituted, 
that they always appear much happier 
than their masters, the women especially, 
singing with the greatest glee all the time 
they are at work.’ The negro is, no 
doubt, constitutionally of a very gay dis- 
position, and slavery here is not exactly 
what it is in the cane fields of an Amer- 
ican plantation ; they here become mem- 
bers of the family in which they live, in- 
termarry with the younger branches of 
the family, and are employed in high and 
confidental situations. ‘Thusthe first man 
in the Skeikh of Bornou’s dominions is 
Barca Gana, his general in chief, a black 
negro slave. In Kano, the male slaves 
are employed in various trades of build- 
ing, working in iron, weaving, making 
shoes or clothes, and in traffic; the fe- 
male slaves in spinning, baking, and sel- 
ling water in the streets. 

“ A circumstance happened during the 
last two days, which created a great sen- 
sation amongst the chiefs; and while it 
proved the absolute power in the person 
of the Skeikh was accompanied by a heart 
overflowing with feelings of mercy and 
moderation, it also displayed many amia- 
ble qualities in his untutored and unen- 
lightened subjects. Barca Gana, his gen- 
eral, and his favourite, a governor of six 
large districts, the man whom he delight- 
ed to honour, who had more than fifty fe- 
male slaves, and twice the number of 
male, was taught a lesson of humility that 
made me feel exceedingly for him. In 
giving presents to the chiefs the Skeikh 
had inadvertantly sent him a horse which 
he had previously promised to some one 
else, and on Barca Gana being requested 
to give it up, he took such great offence 
that he sent back all the horses the 
Skcikh had previously given him, saying 
that he would in future walk or ride his 
his own. Qn this the Skeikh immediate- 
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ly sent for him, had him stripped in his 
presence, and the leathern girdle put 
around his loins ; and after reproaching 
him with ingr-titude, ordered that he 
should be forthwith sold to the ‘Tibboo 
merchants, for he was stilla slave. The 
favourite, thus humbled and disgraced, 
fell on his knees and acknowledged the 
justness of his punishment. He begged 
for no forgiveness of himself, but begged 
that his wives and children might be pro- 
vided for out of the riches of his master’s 
bounty. But, on the following day, when 
preparations were made for carrying this 
sentence into effect, Kaganawha (black 
Mamelukes) and Shonaa chiefs about the | 
Skeikh’s person, fell at his feet, and not- | 
withstanding Barca Gana’s carriage to | 


that our confidence is to be deserved be- 
fore it can be given. Our belief in any 
tga truth is not a matter of affection, 

ut experience and necessity ; we cannot 
doubt the assertions of any person whom 
we have found to speak uniformly the 
truth ; we cannot believe any person, let 
us wish to do it ever so much, if we have 
detected him in falsehoods. Before we 
have had experience of a person’s integ- 
rity, we may hope, or take it for granted. 
that heis perfectly sincere and honest ; 
but we cannot feel more than elief upon 
trust, until we have actually seen his in- 
tegrity tried. We should not pretend 
that we have faith in our pupils before 
we have tried them; we may hope from 
their habits, from the examples they have 
seen, and from the advantageous manner 
in which truth has always been represent- 
ed to them, that they will act honourably ; 


| this hope is natural and just, but confi- 
them since his advancement, entreated | 


to a man, pardon for his offences, and that | 
he might be restored to favour.—The cul- | 
prit appearing at this moment to take | 
leave, the Skeikh threw himself back on | 
his carpet, wept like a chila, and suffered | 
Barca Gana, who had crept close to him — 
to embrace his knees, and calling them | 
all his sons, pardoned his repentant | 
slave. 
“ No prince of the most civilized nation | 
can be better loved by his subjects than 
this chief; and he is a most extraordinary 
instance in the eastern world, of fearless 
bravery, virtue and simplicity. In the 
cvening, there was great and general re- 
jicing. The timbrils beat; the Kalem- 
boos yelled and struck their shields; ev- | 
ery thing bespoke joy ; and Barca Gana, | 
in new robes and a rich bornouse, rode | 
round the camp, followed by all the chiefs 
of the army.” [—Clafprerton’s Travels. 
[We Americans, particularly of the 
south, may take a useful lesson from these 
sable sons of Africa; and learn to emu- 
late their Christian “feelings of mercy 


and moderation,” before we go about to 
civilize them. ] 


PRACTICAL EDUCATION—TRUTH. 


“The value of a character for truth 
should be distinctly felt by children in 
their own family : whilst they were very 
young, we advised that their integrity 
should not be tempted ; as they grow up, 


dence is another feelingofthe mind. The 
first time we trust a child, we should not 
say, ‘I am sure you will not deceive me; 
Ican trust you with any thing in the 
world.’ This is flattery or folly; it is 
paying beforehand, which is not the way 
to get business done; why cannot we, es- 
pecially as we are teaching truth, say the 


thing that is—‘I1 Aofie you will not deceive 


If I find that you may be trusted, you 
| know I shall be able to trust you another 
time : this must depend upon you, not en- 
tirely upon me.” We must make our- 
| selves certain upon these occasions, how 
| the child conducts himself; nor is it ne- 
cessary to use any artifice, or to affect, 
_ from false delicacy, any security that we 
| do not feel; it is better openly to say, 
* You see, 1 do you the justice to examine 


| carefully, how = have conducted your- 


self ; I wish to 
ther time.’ 

“It may be said, that this method of 
strict inquiry reduces a trust to no trust at 
all, and that it betrays suspicion. If you 
examine evidently with the belief that a 
child has deceived you, certainly you be- 
tray injurious suspicion, and you educate 
the child very ill; but if you feel and ex- 
press a strong desire to find that your pu- 
pil has conducted himself honourably, he 
will be glad and proud of the strictest 
scrutiny; he will feel that he has earned 
your future confidence, and this confi- 
dence, which he clearly knows how he 
has obtained, will be more valuable to 
him than all the belief upon trust which 
you could affect to feel. By degrees, af- 
| ter your pupil has taught you to depend 
| upon him, your confidence will prevent 
the necessity of any examination into his 


able to trust you ano- 


trust should by degrees be put in them, 


and we should distinctly explain to them, | 


| conduct. ‘This is the just and delightful 
| reward of integrity: children know how 
to feel and understand it thoroughly : be- 


x 
| 
a 
| 
| 
} 4 
1} Fe 
i 
| 
| a 
| 
| 
i 
| 
= 


294 


POETRY. 


confidence will naturally relieve them, 
they feel the pride for being trusted ; the 
honour of having a character for integri- 
ty : nor can it be too strongly impressed 
upon their minds, that this character 
must be preserved, as it was obtained, by 
their own conduct. If one link in the 
chain of confidence be broken, the whole 
is destroyed. Indeed, where habits of 
truth are early formed, we may safely 
_depend upon them. A young person who 
has never deceived, would see, that the 
first step in falsehood costs too much to 
be hazarded. Let this appear in the 
form of calculation, rather than of senti- 
ment. Tohabit,to enthusiasm, we owe 
much of all our virtues—to reason more ; 
and the more of them we owe to reason, 
the better. Habit and enthusiasm are 
subject to sudden or gradual changes— 
but reason, continues for ever the same. 
As the understanding unfolds, we should 
fortify all our pupil’s habits; and virtu- 
ous enthusiasm, by the conviction of their 
utility, of their being essential to the hap- 
piness of socicty in general, and condu- 
cive immediately tothe happiness of eve- 
rv individual. Possessed of this convic- 
tion, and provided with substantial argu- 
ments in its support, young people will 
not be exposed to danger, either from 
sophistry or ridicule.” 


THE SOUND OF THE SEA. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


Thou art sounding on, thou mighty Sea, 
Forever and the same! 

The ancient rocks yet ring to thee, 
Whose thunders nought can tame, 


Oh many a glorious voice is gone 
From the rich bowers of Earth, 

And hush’d is many a lovely one 
Of mournfulness or mirth. 


The Dorian flute, that sighed of yore 
Along thy wave jis still ; 

The harp of Judah peels no more 

On Zion’s awful hill : 


And Memnon’s lyre hath lost the chord 
That breathed the mystic tone, 
And the songs, at Rome’s high triumph 
pour’d, 
Are with her eagles flown ; 


And mute the Moorish horn that rang 
O’er stream and mountain free, 


sides the many restraints from which our | 
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And the hymn the leagued Crusaders 
sang 
Hath died in Gallilee. 


But thou art swelling on, thou Deep! 
Throvgh many an olden clime, 
Thy billowy anthem, ne’er to sleep 

Until the close of Time. 


Thou liftest up thy solemn voice 
To every wind and sky, 

And all our earth’s green shores rejoice 
In that one harmony ! 


It fills the moontide’s calm profound, 
The sunset’s heaven of gold ; 

And the still midnight hears the sound 
Ev’n as when first it roll’d. 


Let there be silence deep and strange, 
Where crowning cities rose ! 
Thou speak’st of one that doth not 
change— 
So may our hearts repose. 
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